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OV are deſirous to the State of Affairs here, and 
what Obſervations I have made ſince my coming, TI will 


give you as particular Account as I can. | 
And. firſt for the Perſon of the Chevalier which you de- 


ſire to know; He is Tall, Streight, and clean Limb'd, Slender, yet his 
Bones pretty large: He has a very graceful Mien, walks faſt, and his 
Gate has great Reſemblance of his Unkle King Charles II. and the 


Lines of his Face grow dayly more and more like him. He uſes ex- 
erciſe more for Health than Diverſion, he walks Abroad, Shoots or 
Hunts every Day, but is not what they call a keen Sportſman. Being 
ask'd what he moſt delighted in? He ſaid it wou'd be to hear wiſe Men 


Diſcourſe upon uſeful Subjects. He is always Chearful but ſeldom Mer- 
ry, Thoughtful but not Dejected, and bears his Misfortunes with a vi- 
ſible Magnanimity of Spirit. He frequents the Publick Devotions, but 


there is no fort of Bigortry about him. He has a great Application to 
Buſineſs, ſpends much time in his Cloſet, and Writes much, which no 
Man does better and more ſuccinctly. I have often admired his Cri- 


ticalneſs in the Choice of Words. He apprehends readily, and gives 
the direct Anſwer. : # | 


He is very Affable, and has ſomething ſtrangely engaging in his 
Voice and Deportment, that none who ever convers'd with him but are 
charm'd with his good Senſe and Sweetneſs of Temper. Nor can any 


take it ill even when he grants not their Requeſt, for he always gives 
ſuch a Reaſon as muſt ſatisfy. Yet he can ſhew Diſpleaſure, but with- 
out Anger. He expreſsd no Reſentment at the cruel Proceedings of 


the laſt Parliament, to leave him no 7 to flee unto, but to 08 
e 


| *%* 
him like the Scape-Goat, unto a Land not Inhabited, with all the Sins 
- of the Nation upon his Head, to periſh in the moſt miſerable manner, 
Unpityed, Unrelie ved. Other Men were aſtoniſh'd, and ſaid, for what 
all this Rage? What has he done? Was it a Crime to him to be Born? 
If his Birth was Suppoſititious, it was a good Reafon indeed to bat 
his Acceffion to the Throne, but none to Perſecute him, or put a Price 
upon his Head, as was propoſed in Parliament by a Rich and Power- 
ful Party to encourage the Aſſaſſination of him. 
But fince ſo much depends upon his Birth, why is it not enquired 
into? The Prince of Orange promiſed it in his firſt Declaration, and 
referr'd it to be Examin'd in Parliament ; but this has not been done 
either by. Parliament, Court of Judicature, or any other Authority 
whatſoever ; and this affords a Demonſtration which is Infallible of the 
Truth of his Birth, if the Law of God and the whole Earth be Infal- 
lible, by which every Child that is own'd by both Parents is to be 
received as ſuch, unleſs evident Proof be made to the contrary. This 
- renders needleſs the Depoſitions (ſtill ſtanding upon Record in your 
Courts) given upon Oath by Perſons of the firſt Quality in Britain, 
as well Proteſtants as Papiſts, who were preſent at the Birth and atte- 
ſted to it. But this was done ex abundante, becauſe of the Rumours. 
ſpread abroad about it. The Managers at Dr. Sacheverells Tryal plea- 
ded this Birth (in Bar of the Queen's Hereditary Right) upon this 
reaſon, that no legal Proof had been made againſt it. And no Man 
ever yet ſet his Name to the ſcandalous Allegations of Impoſture in 
it, except Fuller who was voted an Incorrigible Rogue by the Houſe 
of Commons, and ſent to Bridewell, and one Steel whom you have 
ſpew'd out of your Houle. 2k 

Why former Parliaments, and in a former Reign, wou'd not enter 
into the Examination of this Birth is very obvious, becauſe they knew 
the Truth of it, and that no Proof could be made againſt it, but the 
falſe Rumours and Suppoſitions that were induſtriouſly ſpread abroad 
concerning it to make way for the Prince of Orange more eaſily to aſ- 
cend the Throne, having ſerv'd that turn were laid aſide like Scaffold- 
ing when the Houſe is built. I hope it is reſerv'd for this Parliament 
to make à full Examination, and to ſet the Nation at reſt upon this 
moſt material Point. If not, the Birth of the Prince is confirm'd infallibly, 
that is, as I have ſaid, by the Laws of God and Man. 

And there is no Danger herein to his Siſter who now Reigns, for 
none can doubt but he will be very well pleaſed to make ſuch a Com- 
promiſe with her, that ſhe may hold the Crown during her Life, 
provided his Succeſſion after her be ſettled, and give all Securities for 
this that can be deſired, even to put his Perſon into her Hands if ſhe 


thought 


CHE 
thought fit. This won'd unite both their Intereſts, and render her 
Reign more ſecure and comfortable to her than it is, or can be other- 
wilt Therefore if you would .do juſtice to both, examine into his, 
Birth, in which if you can plainly and openly detect any Impoſture, 
of how much Perplexity wou'd you deliver the Queen and the Na- 
tion? And you wou'd ſtrip the Pretender at once of all his Friends 
and Followers, and of the Protection of Foreign Courts, The Duke 
of Lorrain would not countenance, or ſhelter, a falſe Pretender to the 
Royal Blood, to which his own Family has the Honour to be nearly 
related: And if he fail'd in the Reſpects due to it, you wou'd have a 
more juſt Cauſe of Complaint againſt him: For however he comes to 
be excluded from the Throne, yet he is not from being a Prince, 
and the firſt Prince of the Blood of England. This has never yet 

been declared by King, Queen, or Parliament. How then wou'd you 
have Foreign Princes to underſtand it? But if you can make out the 
Impoſture of his Birth, you have done the Buſineſs all at once. Truth 
and Juſtice require this of you, if there be any ſuch things in the 
World, or a God who regardeth 2 Will it be a Credit to your Cauſe 
that it was founded in a Lye, promoted and carried on by the ſame 
means? Can any go into this, who either fear God or regard Man ? 


Shall the Throne of Tniquity have. any Fellowſhip with God, which frameth 


Miſchief by a Law ? They gather themſelves together againſt the Soul of the 
Righteous and condemn the Innocent Blood. Pal. 94. 20, Such will the Acts 
of Succeflicn and Actainder be eſteem'd in the Eyes of God and all 
good Men, if you make not out the Impoſture of his Birth, for you 
have no perſonal Fault or Miſgavernment to charge upon this Prince. 
The Unjuſt Judge (Luke 18.) who feared neither God nor Man, was 


at laſt overcome by the Importunity of a diſtreſs'd-Widow. That much 


injur'd Widow now cries unto you, ſhe importunes you either to clear 
her Innocence in this Matter, or to tranſmit her Infamous to Poſterity, 
if you can prove her Guilty of this Impoſture laid to her Charge. 
The Late King Fames ſoon after his Baniſhment wrote a Letter to the 
Convention to enquire into it, purſuant to the Promiſes in the Prince 
of Oranges Declaration, and all the after Parliaments have been remin- 
ded and ſollicited to the ſame purpoſe in many Papers wrote upon the 
Subject, but had no other Anſwer than hunting the Authors. All theſe 
and this with them will riſe up in the Judgment and condemn you, 
if you-follow the hardneſs of their Hearts, and will not. enquire into 
this, which yet your not/ping will confirm beyond- all the other Proofs 


cou'd be brought in the World, and render this Birth as 1 have ſaid, 


Infallible, and after this Parliament, unqueſtionable to the end of the 
World. And ſo long may your Poſterities ſuffer for this negle& (to 
en | call 
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call it by no harder Name) if it ſhould pleaſe God for the Sins of the 
Nation to ſuffer this Innocent and moſt Valuable Prince to dye in 
Exile, or fall into the Hands of theſe harden'd Jews, who ſaid, Ths 
is the Heir, come let ws kill bim. For after Him and the preſent Queen, 

_ conſider what new Pretenders you will have to deal with, who are 
before the Houſe of Hanover in the Line of Succeſſion; The known 
Mr. Steele gives it thus in his Criſis, p. 35. n 

© We ſhou'd conſider over and over again, that ſhou'd the Claim 
ce of the Proteſtant Succeſſion be once broken in upon, tho' the Pre- 
© tender ſnou'd be laid aſide (he means taken out of the way) the 

b © next of the Blood Royal is the Dutcheſs of Savoy; after her, her 

—_ © Two Sons; after them the preſent Dauphin of France; the next in 

|| & Succeflion to him the Queen of Spain and her Heirs ; in Default of 
© them the Duke of Orleans and his Heirs, and moſt of the other Prin- 
cc ces of the Blood of France. 


And Pag. 32. 33. He gives this Account of the firſt of theſe Pre- 
| tenders. ES | | 


ce But to bring the ſeveral Facts and Circumſtances home, we muſt 
| &© obſerve, that the Perſon who ſeems to be the moſt favour'd by the 
| ce French King in the late Treaties is the Duke of Savoy, who is made 


ce King of Sicily, and conſidering alſo the Enlargement of his Territo- 

ce rjes on the Continent by Ceflion from the Emperor, is become the 

: cc moſt Powerful Prince in Taly. This Prince put in his Claim to 
8 the Crown of England in the Right of his Wife, a Daughter of the 

i cc late Dutcheſs of Orleans, Siſter to our late King Charles II. at the 
| | cc time of ſettling the Crown of England on the Houſe of Hanover, 


| « This Prince a Man of as great Addreſs and Capacity as any now 

« living, is ſuppoſed to have entred into a ſecret and ftri& Alliance 

1 ce with the Houſe of Bourbon, and may therefore very well add to our 

1 c Fears of a Popiſh Succeſſor. * 

But if we are afraid of a Popiſh Succeſſor, why did we make the 
next Succeſſor a Papiſt? For it was they did it, who baniſh'd him when 
an Infant into a Popiſh Ccuntry, and paſsd an Act of Attainder a- 
gainſt him if he ſhould return to be inſtructed in our Religion, and 
have ſent to all the Proteſtant Courts in Europe not to admit him, or 

to drive him thence if he ſhould come, and have excluded him from 
the Crown, wichout any Reſerve for him tho' he ſhould become a 
Proteſtant : Yet they cry, why will he not be a Proteſtant? And at 
the ſame time declare openly that they would not believe him if he 
ſuculd profeſs it! Theſe things are ſo irrational that they have no to- 
leralle Foundation left to ſtand upon but to queſtion his Birth, which 
will be forecloſed for ever, if this Parliament enter not into the E x4- 


mination 
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mination of it. Yet they ſay his Birth ſignifies nothing if it were true, 
becauſe they have excluded him by Laws of their own making. Why 


then are they angry with thoſe who believe his Birth, againſt which nod 


Proof has ever yet been made? Why are they now hunting the Author 
of ſome Queries concerning his Birth? Why did they themſelves who 
firſt blew about the Suſpicions of his Birth, afterwards own it publick- 
ly before the Queen and both Houſes of Parliament at the late Tryal 
before-mention'd? They had no other way to get rid of Hereditary 
Right ſo much inſiſted upon in the Addreſſes. This was a remat ka- 
ble Inſtance of Providence to render them ſelf-condemn'd, and ſhew 
to all the World where the Impoſture lay. They ſhall make their own 
tongues to fall upon themſelves, all that ſee them ſhall flee away, or laugh them 
to ſcorn, Plal. 64. 8. | | 
But, Gentlemen, are you afraid of a Popiſh Succeſſor who may 
cruſh you, and has a Power with the help of your Diviſions at home, 
in time to introduce Popery and Slavery? Then this is not the Man 
whom you purſue. He has no Foreign Force nor Alliances. And if 
he were upon the Throne he muſt be perfectly in your Hands. The 
Papiſis in Britain are not one to a Thouſand. How ridiculous then are 
the Declamations now made of Queen Mary's time, when the Papiſts 
were a Thouſand to one againſt us? They may as well fright us with 
the Danes, Saxons, Normans, or Old Romans becauſe they once conquer'd 
us! There is no Security like its not being in one's Power to hurt us. 
We have been fighting for the Ballance of Power, let us then examin 
the Power of the Pretender, and compare it with the Power of the 
After-Pretenders. His is none at all but what we give him, and all 
the Papiſts amongſt us are perfectly at Mercy with Sanguinary Laws 
over their Heads, to be executed at Diſcretion. And they are in no 
Condition to make Reſiſtance, unleſs they have the Promiſe. Deut. 32. 
30. That one of them ſhall chaſe a Thouſand, and Two put Ten Thouſand to 
flight. I believe many with the Expedient had been accepted, which 
| King Charles II. offer d of limiting a Popiſh Succeſſor inſtead of the Bill 
of Excluſion. To break in upon the Hereditary Line, which has coſt 
more Blood and Treaſure than was Expended by all the Kings of 
England, and all their Wars, ſince William the Conqueror put together, 
and is not like to have an end while the Powerful Pretenders of France, 
Spain, and Savoy (now Sicily) remain, or have Heirs. The laſt of which 
(being the firſt in Succeſſion after the preſent Pretender and his Sitter) 
has already enter'd his Claim; and being a Man of as great a Cepicity as 
any n living, we need not doubt he will aſſert it to the utcermoſt, 
and with the United Forces of France and Spain, which Mr. Steel tells 
us he has already engaged by a ſecret _ ftri Alliance for that * 


[57] 
and as Britain is now divided, he will be ſurer of the weaker ſide, at 
leaſt ſuch a Party as will be ſufficient to make a Civil War, which may 
laſt till Britain be no more. And the Hiſtory of England tells us, that 
She has had very bad Luck in being invaded, which ſeldom or ever 
happen d without her being conquer d or cheated into Submiſſion, wit- 


neſs the Old Romans, the Danes, Saxoys and Normans, &. 
But whatever ſide prevails in the Conteſt we are now ſpeaking of 


concerning the Succeſſion the Church of England, as now by Law 
Eſtabliſhed, will be ſure to meet her Ruin. She knows who has Prin- 
ted Memorials againſt her, and how She has been pelted theſe many 
Years paſt, under the Name of High Church, a Term invented by her 
Enemies to throw out all their Venom againſt her more ſecurely under 
that Name ; and what Rods and Teſts were prepared for her, if they 
had ſucceeded in the Tryal of Dr. Sacbeverell, with which they had 
contrivd to open the Scene in order to make her ſwallow her own 


= Dung (as they call'd it) and abjure her Old Doctrines, which her new 


Bithops voted to the Flames, and was Executed with Solemnity before 
the Royal Exchange. 


Theſe were the Clergy of the Church of England, to whom Mr. Steel 
dedicates his Crifis with much reſpet, and calls them the true Church 


of England; and leſt he ſhould be miſtaken, he, like an honeſt Man, 


has taken care to explain himſelf in a New Edition of the Criſi, with 
Additions of which I will quote one that comes in after the firſt 
Paragraph of Page 34, and begins Page 22, of the New Edition in 
theſe Words, "IE, 3 

© I cannot but wonder why ſo much ftreſs is laid on the Preten- 
* ders turning Proteſtant ; will that make him ever the leſs an Impo- 


5 ſter or Pretender? Will that be an Antidote againſt the Poiſon he 
has ſuck'd in by his French Education? Will his Diſſembling with 


God in the Matter of Religion make him not diſſemble with us in 
* matter of Government? Let him turn High Church Man, and what 
* will the People of England be the better for that, if they would be 
« ſo mad as to take him? Is to turn High Church Man to turn Prote- 
« fant? It is no turn at all; Prince Eugene is a Papiſt, and yet I 
© would ſooner truſt him with the Cauſe of Liberty than any High 
© Church Champion in Englavd. If he does not turn High Church 
& Man, but does really turn Proteſtant, the High Church will have no- 


* thing to do with him. Proteſfant and High Church are two contrary 


e Parties, and Papiſts are not worſe. The Impoſter knows what he has 
te to do, he knows High Church likes him never the worſe for being a 
te Popiſt, and that tho he ſhould turn Hagonot, the true Church of Eng- 
be land will not truſt him, G. We: 


This 
a 
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This has been ſufficiently anſwer'd by your! having turr'd! ſuch a 
ſcandalous Member out of your Houſe with Diſgrace. But ſhews 
what the Church of England may expect from that Party who ſet 
him upon this Work, have ſo highly rewarded him, and now affect 
to take him into their Protection more openly finte his Cenſure by the 
Houle of Commons than before. Hereby the Church of England may 
ſee her Doom, if they ſucceed for whom theſe Men do ſtruggle. 
And this likewiſe gives the Pretender ſufficient warning how to 
carry himſelf as to the Point of Religion, he ſees the Guns already 
charg'd to thunder out Iafincerity! againſt him if he ſnould declare 
in favour of the Church: of England; which, as nonè who pretend 
to wiſh him well, and knew his Circumſtances: as Ido, would ad viſe 
him to declare here, however perſwaded; ſo on the other hand he 
is very ſenſible of the Conſequences if he ſhould give any juſt handle 
to ſuſpect his Sincerity in this Mat ter, it would diſſolve all future Con- 
fidence betwixt Him and bis People, and they would have cauſe not 
to truſt his Promiſes in any other thing. And ſuch a Reign muſt be 
miſerable and a Crown of Thorns. He is likewiſe well appriz d, 
that it would be an equal Prejudice to him if he ſhou'd be thought 
obſtinate and bigotted in the way wherein he has been Educated, ſo 
as to condemn the Church ef England without giving her the Liberty 
to make her own Defence, nor will he give that Scandal to? the Re- 
ligion he profeſſes, as if it fear'd the Light; for wWhoſoever knows not 
the Grounds and Reaſons of his Religion, has no more for it than 
that he has been told ſo; he has therefore promis'd and ſent it into 
England under his own hand, that in due time and place he will be -wil-- 
ling to hear what is to be ſaid upon the Subject of Religion; and no 
more can be ask'd from or by an hogeſt Man, atleaſt with any De- 
cency from a King. When Henry 1V.: of France was preſs'd upon the 
Point of Religion, his Subjects (how zealous ſoever tor Popery) word- 
ed it in the reſpectful Terms of ſuffering himſelf to be inſtructed #27 
the Catholick Faith. No doubt they meant his Converſion, that is, 
they were ſo ſure of the Truth on their ſide, that hæving to do with 
a Man of Senſe, they were aſſüred of his Converſion. And we ha- 
ving a Prince not inferior to him, or any in good Senſe, 1 hope we 
are as much aſſur'd that if he will but hear we cannot doubt of his 
being perſwaded. And if to hear implies Converſion, then he has 
promis'd to he converted; but not by putting a . — 
him either to change his Religiptiior loſe his Crow ; He hàs a Soul a- 
boye ſuch Arguments; and deſpiſes them, and would loſe his Life — 8 
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' welkay his Crown, rather than ftain-his Honour or depart from his 


Integrity. He promis'd in the Letter I quoted above, and which you 
have ſeen dated May 2.1711. That he wound never difſemble in Religion, 
or” tempe- others: to de it. And be will not be tempted himſelf, no not 
by all the Crownsin the World. He has promisſd to hear when pro- 
Per, and - witha' Man ot his Underſtanding, and the Clearneſß of 
our Cauſe I can have no doubt of the Succeſs. ' And this Comfort 
we have, that if ever he declares we may depend upon his Sincerity,} 
of which he has given the ſtrongeſt Proof in the World, by risking 
every thing rather than ſeem to prevaricate in any thing. I never 
a a Man fe ſcrupulouſiy nice leſt his meaning ſhou'd be miſtaken! 
and more eapected than be intendln a 


with Religion muſt think that to be Truth which he profeſſes, an 


Hie has promis'd to hear but becauſe every Man who is in * 
while he fo thinks cannot ſuppoſe he will change his Opinion, ther 


fore the Pretender has made Proviſion, that whatever be the iſſue of 
his Feering,i AA to bis own private judgment, the Church of England 
may be no leſs ſecure : For it was always his fixt Perſuaſion, that the 
Security of the Grown and Church of England was next under God in 
their mutual ſupport of each other, and the Church of England has 

ſound it true by Experience that, as he well expreſſes it, in his Let- 


ter, The Crone mas neuer | ſiruck at but She | always felt the Blow: And 


becauſe the greateſt hurt any King of England can do to the Church 
of: England is putting bad Biſhops upon her, this being a Corrupting 
the Fountain; therefore to avoid all Jeatouſies he is willing durin 

his Reign ſo far to wave his Prerogative in the Nomination of 
Riſbops, Dean, and all other Eccleſiast ical Preferments in the Gift of 
the Crown, Bive Biſhops, ſhoa'd be appointed, of which number the 
Archbiſhop'of Canterbury for the time being to be always one, who 
upon each Vacancy may name Three Perſons' to him, of whom he 
willichoſe_one. And that the Church of England, as by Law Eſta - 
bliſn'd ſball be ſecured in the ſole Poſfeſſion, not only of all the 
Churches, but of the Univerſities and even Schools. And as a far- 
ther Mark of his Favour, be remitted during his time the Tenths and 


firſt Fruers payable by the Biſhops and Clergy- to the Crown. This has 
been ſince done by his Siſter, to whom it will be no Reflexion that it 


was done by him before ſhe came ta the Crown: For all this he 
gave under his Hand and Seal in his Anſtrudtions bearing Date March! 
3. 1703; and promiſes again to nuke gbd in bis Letter of n 
1711. And if the Parliament wilt have it paſéd into an AF, he will 
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give the Royal Aſſent to it, or to any other or further Security they can 
deviſe, for the ſafety of the Church of England, and of the Conſtitution in 
Church and State. Their Laws, Liberty and Property. This is all he can 
do, or can be demanded of him. But the greateſt of all Securities is, 
that, as I ſaid, it will not be in his Power to do otherwiſe, which can- 
not be ſaid of any of the other Pretenders, who may come after him r 
get before him, as I ſhall ſhew you preſently, and that his Life which 
you purſue is the only viſible Barrier to ſtave of the Evils, which after 
the Demiſe of his Siſter, . will be unavoidable; and is the greateſt Secu- 
rity under Heaven for the Preſervation of our Conſtitution both in Church 
and State, which as it is his Intereſt to maintain inviolable, ſo it is no 
ways in his Power to invade, if he were ſo inclined ; and till the leſs, if 
he ſhould perſevere in the Religion he now profeſſes, 

He has inform'd himſelf of paſt Miſcarriages, and knows well 
the difference betwixt the Office of a King and a Miſſionary. He will con- 
cern himſelf with no Man's Religion, bur is reſolv'd to defend that which 
is legally Eſtabliſh'd, and whoſe Principles are true to Monarchy and ſafe 
for Government, for whoſe ſatisfaction, and for his own Reſtoration he 
thinks himſelf obliged to do every thing that is conſiſtent with Conſcience = 
and Honour. This has been confirm'd to me by ſeveral ſteps to which I 
am Witneſs. In the Year 1701. about 6 Months after the King his Fa- 
_ ther's Death, he granted what I have told before for the Security of the 
Church of England. He likewiſe at that time endeavour'd to ſecure for 
his Proteſtant Servants the free Exercife of their Religion. And to do 
Juſtice to the Queen his Mother, She not only concurr'd in this, but did 
her ſelf ſollicit it to my knowledge. But the Maxims of that Court would 
not admit it. Ten Years after this, in the Year 1711. he being then of 
Age did attempt it again himſelf, but could not prevail. Put as ſoon as 
he came to this Country, he obtain'd it from the Generoſity of the Duke 
of Lorrain, tho' the like was never done here before, where there are no 
Diſfenters of any fort, and the People rather more zealous than in France. 
I was then ſent for to officiate to the Proteſtants in the Family, I was ve- | 
ry graciouſly received upon my Arrival, and the Chevalier admitted me 
even to Freedom with him, which ſtill continues and increaſes. I never 
yet was refuſed acceſs to him when I defired it, and He cf himſelf often 
| ſends for me, and gives me ſpecial Marks of his Favour. I would not have 

faid ſo much wers it not to do him Juſtice, and expoſe the vile Clamors 
of his Enemies, that he has no regard to Proteſtants, which is known to 


be notoriouſly falſe to all who have the Honour to attend him, He has ; 


given all the Pemenſtrations poſſible to the contrary, except parting with 
his Conſcience and Honour, which ſome would have him do that they 
| C might 
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might object it againſt him, and repreſent him as unworthy to Reign for 
fo doing; but he will not gratify them in this. h 


. He has cauſed a Room to be fitted up in his own Houle for a Chap- 
pel for us, and which is appropriated to that only Uſe, and has taken 


out of our Congregation his preſent Secretary of State and Chief Mini- 
ſter, who conſtantly Communicates with vs. 


He will preſs no Mans Conſcience, and he may reaſonably expect that his own 
ſhould not be prels'd. He has promis'd to hear what you have to ſay upon the point 
of Religion in due time and place, you cannot then accule him of Obſtinacy, till 
you have afforded him the time, and that place where he may with Safety and 
Honour do it, If the Whigs will turn all this (as what will not Malice do) 
into a meer Policy to get upon his Throne, with the greater Honour and Reputation, 
they cannot then deny but he is at leaſt a Man of Honour. If they think him a Man 
of Religion too, then they ought to believe his Promiſes, and that they are made in 
Sincerity : But if they think him a Politician without much Conſcience or Religion, then 
they may be ſure, if he were once poſſeſs'd of his Crown, he would not hazaid it again 
out of Zeal to any Church or Religion. Both ways they are ſecure, they know they are 
; fecure, and they fear nothing from him but what they will not own, they dare not yet, 

fince that late daring which fail'd them upon Dr. Sacheverell's Tryal ; but they are 
rallying again by the Indulgence of the Government, and have let the Church know 
their Love to her! And they fear the Pretender would be as good as his word, and 
protect her, as the only Security he has under Heaven, it is vifible he has no other, 
and preſerving the Church and the Monarchy is what the Whigs are afraid of. They 
hate it with their whole Hearts, and the Pretender for no other reaſon, becaufe if he 
comes, he not only will but muſt ſupport the Church of England, he has no other 
ground to ſtand upon, nor has ſhe any viſible Support but in him after the Queen. The 
Whigs and Diſſenters battle her now upon her own Dunghill, while ſhe js eftabliſh'd 
by Law, and Preſbytery ſays, ſhe is as much eſtabliſn'd in Scotland, and was once in 
Poſſeſſion of Hine too, when ſhe was not near ſo formidable as now, and has her {tj1} 
under the indiffolvable Oath of the Covenant for the Extirpation of Epiſcopacy, and 
Scotland under the fame Oath for themſelves and their Poſterities, to enforce it Again 
upon England, when ever it ſhall be in their Power, which they think is not far off, 
with the Aſſiſtance of their Friends and Allies the Whigs, Atheiſts and Deiſts, 
who boaſt their * eee in the Fleet, Army, and Inclinations of the People, which 
may be plaid againſt the Church of England by the fame Arts, as againſt the Church of 
Scotland at the beginning of the Revolution; if they had but a Majority in Parliament 
which they have had, and are ſtruggling amain for it again, not without Proſpect of 
Succels, and would think themſelves ſure of it if they had once a Prince upon the 
Throne not overmuch attach'd ro Epilcopacy by the prejudice of Education, and who 
had a great Country of his own without one Biſbop amongſt them, and Alliance with 
others who were all Preſhyterians, and in cloſe Conjunction with them of Britain, and 
this Pijnce to have the naming of all the Biſhops in England, might he not put in 
ſuch that would not burn for Epiſcopacy, and might advile the Clergy in Scotland to 
confo m to Preſbytery, becaule eſtabliſhed there by Law? I appeal ro the Biſhop of 
Sarum, whether this has not been done already, and whether it is not a good Principle? 
And how long the Church of England would have ftood under ſuch Biſhops ? And that 

Plan of 17 acy, Liturgy, Rites, and Ceemonies, which was preparing for us, as told 
us in the Wolf ſtript? And how long will She ſubſiſt under the like Circumſtances 
again? She has had a little Reſpite in this Queens Reign, whom God pre erve, bur 
the Relapſe will piove worle than the D.ſea/e. Let her name her Confederates o. Allies 
in whom the can confide at home or abroad, as ſoon as the Queen is taken from us? 

Where will ſhe find any to comfort, I had almoſt {aid pity her? The Law will deny 
her Chriſtian Burial, who was thus apparenily Felo de je, who wiought and took pait:s 


to 
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to bring this Deſtruction upon her ſelf! At leaſt lay dozing till ne ſaw it done. She 
fell with King Charles the I. and role again with King Charles the II. Why ? Becauſe 
her Enemies were equal Enemies to bot thoſe Princes, they ſuffer'd for her and ſhe for 
them; but would the Cale have been the lame, if the Friends and Intimates of either 
of theſe Princes had been her mortal and avow'd Enemies? If the Prince had ow'd his 
Crown to them only, and truſted none other? If he had declared openly and printed Me- 
morialsagainſt her, and own'd the Whigs as the honeſteſt and beſt Men in the Nation, 
and fit only to be truſted in the Miniſtry, and all Places of Power? If this had been 
the Cale of King Charles the II. the Church had not been reftored with him, bur 
cruſh'd to Death without hopes of Reſurrection. | 
Now, Sir, upon the whole let me reaſon a little freely with you, what Sort of Com- 
liment have you put upon the Illuſtrious Houſe of Hannover? Do you thiak they 
12ve no Conſcience or Religion, or any Honour? Do they not believe that Faith 
which they profeſs, and wherein they have been educated ? Is not Conſubſantiation 
their avow'd Doctrine? And is not that as erroneow, as contrary to the Doctrine of 
the Church of England, as Tranſubſtantiation ? Yet you have. tyed them up, that when 
they come thither, they mult be of the Communion of the Church of England. Me 
know that Prince George of Denmark did not communicate with us, and when he did it 
but once to qualify himſelf for the Office of Lord High Admiral, his Chaplain refuſed 
to communicate with him any longer, which made a jeſt about the Town, that the 
Prince's Chaplain had turn'd him off. Is it ſuch an occaſional Conformity only for once 
or ſo, that you require tor the Crown? Then 20e Coronation Oſice may do, and no pre- 
tender will refuſe that. Tho? it it be a Sin it ought not to be done once, unleſs a 
Crown be a Price for once inning. | | 
But you have not required this of the Houſe of Hannover, till they come to the 
Crown; they are not obliged to declare before-hand. There is the ſame reaſon for the 
Pretender. Do you think then the one is ready at the Sight of the Crown to quit his Faith, 
without any other reaſon to be given him? And that the other requires lome Satisfa- 
ction to his Conſcience, without which a Crown will be no Temptation to him. Which 
of theſe Characters is the beſt? And to wholeSincerity and Honour would you truſt ? 
Or is Conſubſtantiation a Proteſtant, becaule not a Papiſt ? Then the Turks are Prote- 
ſtants too! I will maintain it that they hold more of Chriſtianity than the Quakers, 
who believe in no Chriſt but their Light within, Suppoſe the Pretender ſhould turn 
— ? The Whigs would then have but one Objection againſt him, which is He- 
reditary Right, that —_ againſt their unalterable Maxim, the worſe T tle, the better King. 
Ihe Fate of Britain (humanly ſpeaking) depends upon the Lite of this Prince, whom. 
you are hunting like a Partridge upon the Mountains, and the Cry is, as of the Jews 
againſt Chriſt, venient Romani, the Romans will come and take away our Place and N a- 
tion, to prevent which they put him to Death, and it was that which, in a juſt Judg- 
ment brought the Romans upon them, who did take away both their Place and Na- 
tion, And the Death of this Prince who cannot hurt you, will open a Flood Gate of 
Romans upon us, Great and Powerful, who will be capable to deftroy both our Church 
and Nation, Then ſhall we read our Sin in our Puniſhment, when we ſee the Cry of 
French and Popery, which we make the pretence for all our Wickegneſs, in tranſgreſſing 
the Laws of God and Man, have, by a juſt Judgment, brought both in upon us: Nay 
the Plague is already begun, for the Scaudal of the Revolution, and depating from our 
| Principles, has occaſion'd a much great run to Popery in England, than in all King Fawes's 
Reign, in which the more he ſtruggled, the more was the Deſign ſeen, and the grea- 
ter Avertian aroſe in the People againſt Popery, of which there had likely been an 
utter End in England, it we had had that Chriſtian Courage to have ſerv'd God in 
his own way, and have truſted to his Providence in the Obſervance, rather than the 
breach of his Commandments, and have ſtuck cloſe ta the Character iftick Doctrine of 
the Church of Engiand, whatever had come upon us during the Lite of that King; 
which I am convinc'd had been nothing fo terrible as was apprehended ; but the 
| | Mole 
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more grievous it had been, it would have prov'd more to the Ruin of Popery, and the 
Eſtabliſnment of the Church of England; for the whole World would then have excu- 
ſed the ſtricteſt Laws, we could have made againſt Popery for the future. And to ſum 
up the greateſt of worldly Happineſs in a word, we had ſav'd the Revolution, and all 
the Blood and Treaſure it had coſt us, and the diſmal Proſpect ftill before us, Men's 
Hearts failing them for Fear, and for looking after thoſe things which are coming 
upon us. Inſtead of which our Church and Monarchy had now been lafe upon theic 
old Foundation, and every Man living ſafe under his own Vine, and his Fig-tree, and 
our Church more glorious than ever, ſhining far and near to the End of the World, 
for practiſing as well as preaching her Chriſtian Doctrine of Submiſſion to Kings for, 

the Lord's ſake, and ſuffering for well nt" when they had ſo vaſt a Superiority in 
Power to have reſiſted and reveng'd themſelves upon their Perſecutors. | 
The Proteſtants in Queen Afayy's time had not this Temptation, yet they own'd the 
Doctrine at the Stake; and what a lamentable Proſpect had they? All the Laws for 
their Eſtabliſhment were repealed, and Popery ſet up by Act of Parliament; but one 
Princeſs of the Royal Line; who was a Proteſtant, and ſhe declared Illegitimate by 
AR of Parliament, and more effectually to bar her Succeſſion, ſhe was committed to 
the Tower, and as Speed tells us, a Warraut was once ſign'd for her Execution: The 
Queen was marry'd to the King of Spain, the moſt bigotted of all Popiſh Princes, 
and no viſible help for theſe poor Proteſtants 'in the whole World. Thus the Refor- 
mation in England ſeem'd ſtrangled in its Birth, and was juſt expiring, when the 
mighty Hand of God appear'd wondrouſly in it's Preſervation. The Queen had no 
Iſſue, and dyed when the Reformation could have liv'd no longer. And the condem- 
ned Princeſs was taken from Prilon to the Throne, where God preſerv'd her 44 Years 
till the Reformation reviv'd, was fully ſettled and eſtabliſn'd. Thus God rewarded 
thoſe that rruſted in him, and durſt not go out of his way for their own Preſervation. 
Bur when Men think to ſave themſelves by breaking his Commandments, they put 
themſelves out of his Protection, and he often lets them taſt their Folly, and convin- 
ces them that he is Governour over all the Earth. May we practice accordingly as 
we profeſs to believe it. And if we would put a ſtop to the Growth of Popery in En- 
g/and, at preſent and our future Fears, let us remove the Cauſe; for while that remains 
the Effects muſt follow. Let w repent and return from whence we are fallen, and do the 
firſt Works leſt Chriſt come quickly, and remove our Candleſtick out of its piace, except we repent, 
I know you expect plain Language, and will excuſe it from your old Friend and 

humble Servant, Char. Leſlie, 


Bar le Duc Apr. 2 3. 1714. F Ap 5 S. 
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ERRATA P. 7. I. 11. add after which as far as worldly Policy ought to be conſidered, 
p- 5. J. 31. for with read wiſh, 


